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Overview
With KiloFuel you can monitor and track the fuel consumption and running costs of your 
vehicles. KiloFuel keeps record of all your fill ups and the location they occurred.

In order to accurately  track your vehicleʼs running expenses you will need to tell KiloFuel 
each time you fill up, and the details related to it. You can also enter servicing expenses 
and capture any expenses related to your vehicle.

The following steps are necessary to use KiloFuel effectively:
1. Add vehicles. This tells KiloFuel about the vehicles you wish to manage. You can also 

store a photo of each vehicle.
2. Enter fuel data. You do this each time you fill up.
3. View reports. This allows you to analyze your vehicleʼs running costs.
4. Export history data.
5. Import history data.

Additionally you can record the locations where you fill up.

Main Menu
The main menu of KiloFuel allows you to choose which action you want to take:

From here you can select to add or amend fuel records, add or amend service records, 
add or edit your vehicles, view locations and reports, and to change settings or export your 
data.

Previously exported data can also be imported back into KiloFuel, more about this in 
Exporting and Importing your data.

The first thing you need to do though is to tell KiloFuel about your vehicles, the next 
chapter deals with that. 
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Adding vehicles
A list of your vehicles is displayed when you tap on the Vehicles item in the main menu list.

Initially  this list will be empty. You add your vehicle by  tapping 
on the ʻ+ʼ button on the top right of the menu bar.

The vehicle properties screen will be shown, where you can 
edit your vehicleʼs details. You can tap on the View All item in 
the Details, Unit Of Measurement or Services sections to 
make all the related items become visible, then select 
individual items to change their value. You can also tap  on the 
vehicleʼs picture in order to specify the make and model, and 
to assign a photo to the vehicle.

To set your vehicleʼs fuel measurement, tap  on the View All 
item in the Units Of Measurement section, then tap  on fuel. 
You can now choose the standard fuel measurement unit for 
this vehicle, being Liters, Gallons (US) or Gallons (Imperial):

In a similar way you can also specify  how your vehicle 
measures distance. Select the distances item from the Unit Of 
Measurement group, then select to have your vehicleʼs 
distance recorded in kilometers or miles. Some vehicles 
(tractors, and such like) do not track distance, but time 
instead. For those you can select to use hours instead of 
kilometers or miles. 
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To set the way that your vehicleʼs consumption is displayed, 
select the consumption item from the Unit Of Measurement 
group. Then use the scrolling wheels to adjust your required 
consumption measurement. For example, to set it to mpg 
(miles per gallon), adjust the left wheel to display miles (mi.) 
and then the right wheel to display gallons (either US or 
Imperial).

You can adjust the wheels to any  combination of distance and 
quantity. When KiloFuel displays this vehicleʼs consumption it 
will display  it in the format selected here. Each vehicle can 
have its own consumption format.

Tapping on the vehicleʼs make and model brings up this 
screen where you can enter the make, model, registration 
number and type of the vehicle. 

Note that the characters <,>, \, /, “ and  ̒ are not allowed. 
KiloFuel will automatically replace these characters with an 
underscore (ʻ_ʼ).

You can also add or change your vehicleʼs picture.

To add or change the picture for your vehicle, select the 
Change Picture item. Then you can choose to use an existing 
photo, or to take a new photo if your iPhone/iPod has a 
camera.

Odometer and Next Service Indicator
Once you have entered an initial odometer value it will be automatically updated as you fill 
up  with fuel. The initial odometer value does not have to be 0, it can be any mileage. 
Normally this will be the mileage at the time you obtained the vehicle. 

The Next Service item for the vehicle is also calculated based on the service interval you 
specify, and updated automatically each time you record a service.

When you are done entering your vehicleʼs details, tap  the Vehicles button on the top  left 
of the menu bar to return to the vehicle list. From there, tapping on the Menu button 
returns you to the main menu.

Deleting vehicles
You can delete a vehicle by swiping (left or right) across the vehicle in the list, then tapping 
on the delete button that appears. Be aware that deleting a vehicle also permanently 
deletes all the fuel and service records you may have recorded for that vehicle.
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Fuel Transactions
Capturing fuel transactions is what you will do most with KiloFuel. For this reason it is the 
topmost item in the main menu. Tapping the Fuel item in the menu displays a list of all the 
fill ups for your vehicle.

The list of fill ups contains a bit of detail in each item. The 
following is displayed:

1.Date. The date that you filled up.
2.Odometer. Your vehicleʼs odometer at the time of the fill up.
3.Quantity. The amount of fuel that was entered.
4.Distance. How far you drove since the last fill up.
5.Amount. How much you paid for the fuel.
6.[Tank distance]. This is a projection of how far you could 
have driven on on the previous tank.
7.Cost /  Liter. Or, cost per gallon, depending on what this 
vehicleʼs fuel measurement is configured as.
8.Consumption. The consumption achieved since the 
previous fill up. This is displayed in green if you achieved 
above average consumption, or red if the consumption is 
below average.

At the bottom-right of the fuel list is your vehicleʼs current average consumption.

Selecting a different vehicle
The current vehicleʼs name is displayed on a button below the list of fuel transactions.  Tap 
this button to flip the page over and display thumbnails of all your vehicles.

In this example the Honda is the current vehicle. You can 
select a different vehicle by  tapping on its thumbnail image. 
The screen then flips back to display the fuel records of the 
selected vehicle.
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Adding fuel transactions
When the list of fuel transactions is displayed, tap  on the ʻ+ʼ button on the right side of the 
title bar to add a new fuel record. To edit an existing record tap on it in the list.

The odometer is displayed in the distance measurement you 
chose in the vehicleʼs properties. For example, if you selected 
that the vehicleʼs distance is in miles then it will be displayed 
as miles, not as Km as in the screenshot here.

The Quantity item deserves special mention here. As you can 
see it has a small blue arrow to its right. This arrow indicates 
that there is additional functionality tied to the Quantity Item. 
Initially  the quantity is displayed in the measurement unit you 
selected for this vehicle in the vehicleʼs properties (liters in this 
example). When you tap  on the arrow you are asked how the 
fuel quantity (that you are filling up now) is measured. This 
way you donʼt need to do a conversion on the quantity  if you 
happen to fill up  at a location where the fuel is measured 
differently. When you save this record KiloFuel will convert the 

quantity of fuel you entered back to the vehicleʼs native measurement unit. For example, if 
you always fill up  with liters, and you now select gallons(US) for the quantity, then KiloFuel 
will convert the gallons you entered (for example 10 gallons) back to liters (e.g. 37.854 
liters)

If you add only  a limited quantity  of fuel instead of filling up  the tank then you must tap  on 
the Partial button. This tells KiloFuel that this is a partial fill up. This is important for 
KiloFuel to be able to accurately calculate your consumption. When adding partial fill ups 
KiloFuel cannot know what the consumption is, so it defers the calculation of the partial fill 
up  until the next time you do a full fill up again. In the meantime the partial recordʼs 
consumption is displayed as “--”.

Partial records show [PARTIAL] for the projected distance, as a projected distance cannot 
be calculated when the tank is only partially filled.

Whenever you add fuel for a vehicle a reminder pops up if your vehicle is within 
approximately 1000Km (600 miles) of the next service that is due:

This reminder will automatically stop appearing when you add 
a service record for the vehicle. More about that in the 
Services section.
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Recording the location
KiloFuel allows you to record the location where this fill up  occurred. There are various 
ways to record the location, but if you have no locations saved yet then the best way is to 
tap on the Acquire Using GPS button. You may be asked to give KiloFuel permission to 
use your deviceʼs GPS. During acquisition KiloFuel displays two other buttons.

At the very bottom KiloFuel also displays the current accuracy 
of the GPS. The longer you leave the KiloFuel to acquire your 
location the more accurate it becomes. If you think the 
accuracy displayed in brackets is OK you can tap  on the 
Close Enough button. KiloFuel then stops the acquisition 
process and stores the location is has so far acquired.

Tapping on the Cancel GPS button aborts the acquisition 
process and leaves the location unchanged.

Once the accuracy of the acquisition is closer than about 40 
meters KiloFuel will automatically stop  acquiring GPS data 
and store the acquired location. If the location is within about 
40 meters of any existing location then KiloFuel will use the 
existing location instead of creating a new one. Newly 

acquired locations are automatically saved in the list of predefined locations. This allows 
you to select it for future fill ups instead of using the GPS every time. 

If a new location is created its name will be New [longitude, latitude]. This name can be 
edited by tapping on the location item, then selecting the Edit Location option. You can 
type in a new name for the location.

Note that the characters <,>, \, /, “ and  ̒ are not allowed. KiloFuel will automatically 
replace these characters with an underscore (ʻ_ʼ).

Tapping on the location item also allows you to select a different one from your previously 
saved locations, or to create a new location by just entering the name (but without using 
the GPS to acquire the position). You can edit the location at a later stage again to acquire 
the GPS coordinates, or to specify them manually.

Deleting Fuel Records
If you need to delete a fuel record, simply swipe sideways (left or right) on the item in the 
list. Tap on the Delete button that appears.

Note
You do not need to capture fuel transactions in the order they occurred. Every time you 
add a fuel record KiloFuel automatically sorts the records by the date they occurred, 
keeping the newest fill ups on top of the list.
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Services
You can also use KiloFuel to keep track of your vehicleʼs services, as well as any  other 
vehicle related expenses like tires, battery replacement, etc. Service records are similar to 
fuel records and normally you capture these as service events occur. You can also add the 
service record afterwards.

Servicing does not influence you vehicleʼs consumption calculations, but it does influence 
your vehicleʼs cost-per-distance calculation (more details about this in the reports section).

Tapping on the Services item in the main menu brings up the list of service items:

The service items are displayed with the following detail for 
each item:
1.Date The date of the service.
2.Odometer. The vehicleʼs mileage at the time of the service.
3.Type. This could be service, tires, or any other item you 
specified.
4.Location. This is where the service occurred.
5.Cost. How much the service cost. This cost is accounted for 
in the cost-per-distance calculations in the reports.

To add a new service item tap on the ʻ+ʼ button on the top  right of the menu. The data you 
need to enter for a service is as follows:

Date. This defaults to the current date, you can tap on the 
date itself to enter a new date. All service records are sorted 
by date.
Odometer. The vehicles mileage at the time of the service.
Type. Tap  on this item to choose from a list of standard items. 
If you choose Other... you can enter your own text to describe 
this entry.
Next Due. This is calculated by KiloFuel, but you may enter a 
different value here. This is only  visible if the Type entry  is 
selected as Service.
Paid. How much the service cost you. This cost is included in 
the calculation of cost-per-distance calculations in the reports.
Location. The location where the service was done. Location 
capturing for service items is exactly the same as for fill ups.

Tap on the Done button to save the service record.

To delete a service item from the list, swipe sideways (left or right) on an item. Tap on the 
Delete button that appears.
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Locations
This section allows you to manage your fill up locations. 

KiloFuel keeps a list of all the location you have filled up at, 
and this list is visible when you select the Locations item from 
the main menu. 

The items displayed in this list are named as you named them 
when you added fuel. Below each item is the latitude and 
longitude of the location.

To add a location, tap on the ʻ+ʼ button on the right of the 
menu bar. To edit an item, simply tap on it in the list.

The details of each location are displayed in the location edit 
screen. You can change the name of the location, or manually 
enter the latitude or longitude. The latitude and longitude are 
always entered as decimal degrees. 

Note that the characters <,>, \, /, “ and  ̒ are not allowed. 
KiloFuel will automatically replace these characters with an 
underscore (ʻ_ʼ).

You can tap  on the Acquire Using GPS button to store the 
latitude and longitude of you current physical location.

Tapping the Show On Map button displays the location on a 
map.

Once the location map  is displayed you can select to view it 
as a normal map, satellite view or a hybrid combination of the 
two. 

The selected location is marked with a green pin on the map. 
If you tap on the pin the location name is displayed.
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Viewing Reports
This section is where the magic of KiloFuel becomes visible. In this section you can see 
the average consumption of your vehicles, total cost, cost-per-distance, etc. All costs are 
displayed in your local currency.

Viewing your averages
The initial report screen displays all the averages:

Cost Per Km. This will be displayed as Cost Per Mile if your 
vehicles distance is set to miles. This cost includes service 
costs. 
Cost per Day. How much your vehicle costs to keep  running 
per day. This includes service costs.
Cost Per Fillup. How much you spend, on average, each 
time you fill up. This excludes service costs.
Quantity. How much fuel, on average, you add each time you 
fill up.
Price Per Liter.  This will be displayed as Price Per Gallon if 
your vehicle is set to use gallons instead of liters.
Consumption. Your vehicleʼs average fuel consumption.

The graph at the bottom reflects the selected item, so if you 
tap on Quantity, for example, then the graph displays the 

average quantity of fuel you filled up with over the duration of all you fill ups.

Selecting other reports
Tap  on the View button at the bottom right to bring up  a list of the different reports you can 
view.

When this list is displayed you can select to view your 
averages, totals, the top locations, and your service history.
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Viewing your totals

The Totals report shows the totals of the following items:

Cost Of Fuel. How much you have spent on fuel.
Cost of Maintenance. How much you have spent on services 
for your vehicle.
Quantity of fuel. How much fuel you have purchased.
Distance. The distance you have driven since the earliest fuel 
record.
Fillups. How many times you have added fuel.
Locations. At how many different locations you have filled up.

Viewing your top 5 locations
KiloFuel allows you to view the 5 locations where you most frequently fill up.

The 5 most visited location are displayed with the most fuel 
efficient one at the top. The graph at the bottom displays the 
consumption you get from the different locations.

This graph can be skewed by your driving pattern. For 
example, if you always fill up  at a given location before 
embarking on a long trip on a highway then invariably that 
location will look like it has the best consumption, as highway 
driving always uses less fuel than normal urban based stop-
start driving.

You can scroll down to see a more detailed description of 
each location, and the detailed figures for each. You can also 
tap on the blue arrow to the right of each location to view it on 
a map. 
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Viewing reports for different periods.
KiloFuel allows you to choose the time period for which to view the reports. It defaults to a 
period that encompasses all your fuel and service records, but that can easily be changed. 

Letʼs say, for example, you want to see how much you spent 
on fuel last year only. To do this, tap  on the Period button. The 
period select screen is displayed. 

The From and To date represent the dates between which 
KiloFuel will look for data. To quickly select last year, tap on 
the Select button.

On this screen tap on the Last Year item. You are now 
returned to the period selection screen with the From and To 
date preset to 1 Jan and 31 Dec for the previous year.

You can also view reports for this month only, the last 6 
months, 12 months, or the year up to now.

Tapping on All reverts back to all your records.

Regardless of the date period you select here you can still 
select any From or To date in the previous Period Select 
screen.

Viewing reports for different vehicles.
Tap  on the button at the bottom that shows your vehicleʼs name, then select a different 
vehicle from the group of thumbnails that is displayed. 
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Changing Program Options
There might be some things that you would have preferred KiloFuel do a bit differently. 
The most common items you would want to change is listed in the program settings 
screen.

Auto Acquire Location.  Switch this on to have KiloFuel 
automatically switch your deviceʼs GPS on when you add a 
new fuel record.
Default  Location.  This item is only  visible if Auto Acquire is 
turned off. You can select the location where KiloFuel should 
assume you are each time you fill up. This helps you enter 
fuel records faster if you regularly  fill up  at the same location. 
You can still change the location when you fill up, though. To 
set the default location, tap  on this item. You are then 
presented with a list of all your locations, with the item No 
Default at the top. If you tap on No Default then KiloFuel will 
not make any assumptions about your location when you fill 
up.
Averaged Graphs. Displays the data in the graphs as 
averages (with smoother lines).

Prompt For Date. If you select this item then KiloFuel will ask you for the date 
automatically each time you add a new fuel record, instead of assuming the date to be the 
current date.

Program version and support email
The About... section on this screen displays KiloFuelʼs version number. You can tap  on the 
cell to create an email that is automatically  set to send to iphone@meintjies.co.za. You can 
use this option for support requests.
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Exporting and Importing your data
Sometimes you may want to export your fuel data for using in a different program, or even 
just to keep a backup copy of it for later importing back into KiloFuel without having to use 
iTunesʼ backup and restore options. You do this by tapping the cell in the Export section of 
the settings screen. KiloFuel will take a few moments to pack all your data into CSV and 
history files, then attach them to a mail and open the mail item. You need to enter the 
address that the email will be sent to (typically sent to yourself). The mail is then sent.

This is the mail item that is created by KiloFuel that contains 
your data as CSV files. There is one CSV file per vehicle.

There is also a History.kilofuel file that is attached to the mail. 
This file is for backup purposes and should not be edited. 
Instead, keep a safe copy of it for when you need to re-import 
your history data.

The history data can also be emailed to another device and 
imported into that copy of KiloFuel.

The email is sent using your default email account on the 
device.

CSV files cannot be imported back into KiloFuel, but the History file can. To import your 
history data again, email the History.kilofuel file to an email address that can be accessed 
from your device. Once the email arrives on your device, tap on the History.kilofuel file in 
the email attachment. Your device will ask you if you want to open the file with KiloFuel.

Tap  the Open In KiloFuel button to start the import process. 
KiloFuel will be opened and handed the history file to import.
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Once KiloFuel is handed the file it will ask you for confirmation first:

To import your data, tap  on OK. The import process starts, 
after which KiloFuel will inform you of the result.

Important note about importing
If a vehicle exists in KiloFuel, but not in the history file (i.e. the vehicle was created after 
the history file was last exported) then that vehicle will remain in KiloFuel with its records. 
However, vehicles that exist in the history  file as well as in KiloFuel will have their fuel and 
service records replaced by those from the history  file. You will lose any fuel and service 
records that have not been exported yet. To prevent loss of records, remember to export 
your history file often, and only import from the last exported one.
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